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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Doris Merrill

ALL ARE WELCOME
“Friend, you enter this church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God.
Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks upon your lips,
and offer God today your love and your service.”
(Adapted from a 12th Century Church in Hampshire, England)

October 23, 2016

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Parish Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is a
community of faith built upon a firm foundation of worship, prayer and
education. In affirming diversity, we are dedicated to welcoming all people
who seek the Word of God, Christian fellowship and service to others.
In partnership with Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, we reach out to the
ever-widening community through active and loving ministry.
WELCOME TO ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS; SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS
WE GATHER INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD
*HYMN #12

“I Sing the Almighty Power of God”

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: We are in the midst of God’s dwelling place.
All: My heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.
One: Blessed are all whom God has forgiven and named.
All: Let our voices rise in praise of God’s awesome deeds.
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
To you, O God shall our promises be lifted up. To you we sing our
praises and utter our prayers. Come among us to renew your covenant
and offer your signs. Pour out your Spirit on your people gathered
here, that we may dream and prophesy and follow the vision you set
before us. Amen.
*SONG OF PRAISE #756
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsius Deo
Gloria, Gloria, Alleluia, Alleluia
HANDCHIME CHOIR

"Yes, Jesus Loves Me"

arr. Lloyd Larson

WE INVITE FORWARD GOD’S YOUNGER DISCIPLES
At this time, all children are invited to come forward for the children's offering,
and children's time. An offering is not required for participation. All are welcome,
especially first time visitors.
CHILDREN’S OFFERING
“Come as a Child”
Come as a child, when He calls you to follow.
Just come as a child, for His love is untold.
Come as a child, when you seek His communion,
For then, all His blessings unfold.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (in unison)
Dear God, we offer you our gifts with thanks and praise, be with us and
guide us all of our days. Teach us how to love each other, and to shine
your light into the world. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Heidi

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come; Thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;
for Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory forever.
Amen.
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LOVE WITH MEMBERSHIP
Today we welcome Beth Keene and Ali and Gregg Bowen into membership.
Deacon: Let us, the members of First Parish … by reading together the Greeting
as shown in the bulletin today:
People: We, then, the members of this church, extend to you a Christian
welcome, and do heartily receive you into the fellowship if this
church.
We desire to share with you its responsibilities and privileges, its
sacrifices and rewards.
We pledge to you Christian sympathy and concern.
We promise to walk with you in the ways of loving service, to be
jealous of your good name, and to hold your peace and welfare as
our own.
God grant that loving and being loved, serving and being served,
blessing and being blessed, we may be prepared, while we dwell
together on earth, for the perfect fellowship that is above.
Deacon: O God, we praise you for calling us to … serving the world for the sake
of Jesus Christ.
And all God’s people say “Amen” as they stand and applaud.
(Children and youth may now go to their classes.)
*HYMN #207

“Just as I Am, Without One Plea”
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD FOR US

OLD TESTAMENT
GOSPEL
SERMON

Psalm 65

(O.T. p. 583)

Luke 18:9-14
“Our Highest Praise… A Tiny Glimpse”

CHOIR ANTHEM

(N.T. p. 83)
The Rev. Dr. Deborah Roof

“Hem of Your Robe”
WE RESPOND WITH PRAYER

PASTORAL PRAYER
CHORAL RESPONSE

Pepper Choplin

WE RESPOND WITH OUR FINANCIAL GIFTS
OFFERTORY INVITATION
The threshing floors are full of grain, the vats overflow with wine and oil, the
technology of our day puts the world at our remote control. The choices are
so abundant and the possibilities for good and evil so extensive. Will we
answer God’s call to use the vast resources God puts at our disposal for
greater good?
OFFERTORY MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY #562, verse 1
Take my gifts and let me love you, God who first of all loved me,
gave me light and food and shelter, gave me life and set me free,
now because your love has touched me, I have love to give away,
now the bread of love is rising, loaves of love to multiply!
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
You have dealt wondrously with us, gracious God. We have gathered
in your temple to praise you and to join in efforts to share faith with
one another and with the world. Through our offerings, we wish to
extend the witness made here into our neighborhoods, and in everwidening circles, to the ends of the earth. Bless and multiply our
efforts, we pray. Amen.
WE GO OUT TO LOVE AND SERVE A LOVING, SERVING GOD
*HYMN #471

“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”

BENEDICTION RESPONSE
POSTLUDE
*Indicates all that are able may stand.
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Psalms 65
1 Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; and to you shall vows be performed,
2 O you who answer prayer! To you all flesh shall come.
3 When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, you forgive our transgressions.
4 Happy are those whom you choose and bring near to live in your courts. We shall be
satisfied with the goodness of your house, your holy temple.
5 By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation; you are the
hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas.
6 By your strength you established the mountains; you are girded with might.
7 You silence the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the
peoples.
8 Those who live at earth's farthest bounds are awed by your signs; you make the
gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy.
9 You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of water;
you provide the people with grain, for so you have prepared it.
10 You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it with showers, and
blessing its growth.
11 You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with richness.
12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy,
13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with grain,
they shout and sing together for joy.

Luke 18:9-14
9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous
and regarded others with contempt:
10 "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.
11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, "God, I thank you that I am not
like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.
12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.'
13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was
beating his breast and saying, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!'
14 I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who
exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted."

