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Proper 14

ALL ARE WELCOME
“Friend, you enter this church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God.
Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks upon your lips,
and offer God today your love and your service.”
(Adapted from a 12th Century Church in Hampshire, England)
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Proper 14

First Parish Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is a community of
faith built upon a firm foundation of worship, prayer and education. In affirming
diversity, we are dedicated to welcoming all people who seek the Word of God,
Christian fellowship and service to others.
In partnership with Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, we reach out to the everwidening community through active and loving ministry.
WELCOME TO ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS; GOT GRATITUDE?
SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS
WE GATHER INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD
PRELUDE
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand in body or Spirit.)
One: Over the wind and waves, Christ comes to us.
All: The storms of life do not have the last word.
One: Let us call on God’s name and give thanks.
All: We will sing of God’s wonderful works.
All: We will share with others God’s marvelous deeds.
*HYMN - Guide me, O My Great Redeemer
*INVOCATION
Glorious God, whose word took on flesh in Jesus, and whose saving grace can
be known by all who believe in Christ open our hearts and minds to encounter
your word personally, that the church may more fully express our identity as
the body of Christ, carrying on the mission Jesus began, assuring a frightened
world of the power of love. Amen.
*SONG OF PRAISE
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three-in-One;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen. Amen.
WE INVITE FORWARD GOD’S YOUNGER DISCIPLES
At this time, all children are invited to come forward for the children's offering, and
children's time. An offering is not required for participation. All are welcome,
especially first time visitors.
CHILDREN’S OFFERING

“Jesus Loves Me”

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Dear God, we offer you our gifts with thanks and praise, be with us and guide
us all of our days. Teach us how to love each other, and to shine your light into
the world. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Katie Cobban

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for Thine is the
Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen.
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD FOR US

OLD TESTAMENT 1 Kings 19:9-12
9

At that place (Elijah) came to a cave, and spent the night there.
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts;
for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life,
to take it away.”
11

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in
the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire;
and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. (still small voice)
Psalm 105
1
O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the
peoples. 2Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works. 3Glory in
his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 4Seek the Lord
and his strength; seek his presence continually. 5Remember the wonderful works
he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
NEW TESTAMENT
Matthew 14:22-33
22
Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the
other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he
was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from
the land,[a] for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came
walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on
the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear.
27
But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be
afraid.” 28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on
the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on
the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind,[b] he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little
faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
SERMON

Answered Prayers

The Rev. Dr. Deborah Roof

WE RESPOND WITH SONG AND PRAYER
HYMN - Here I Am, Lord
PASTORAL PRAYER
WE RESPOND WITH OUR FINANCIAL GIFTS
OFFERTORY INVITATION
Like Joseph, we have been entrusted with great gifts. We are stewards of all that God
places in our hands— our time, our talents, our accumulated treasures— life itself.
Our offering is about rededication of all of life in Christ’s service.
OFFERTORY MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY #785
We give you but your own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is yours alone, we give it gratefully.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God, Help us to know the joy of sharing from the abundance you
provide. Help us to trust you. We give thanks that you enable us to be
givers. May what we offer here provide a helpful ministry to many.
Amen.
WE GO OUT TO LOVE AND SERVE A LOVING, SERVING GOD
*HYMN - I Sing the Almighty Power of God
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE (Please remain seated until the postlude has concluded.)

*Indicates all that are able may stand.
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