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ALL ARE WELCOME 
“Friend, you enter this church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. 

Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks upon your lips, 
and offer God today your love and your service.” 

 
(Adapted from a 12th Century Church in Hampshire, England) 



 

 
September 3, 2017        Proper 17        

 
First Parish Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is a community of 
faith built upon a firm foundation of worship, prayer and education. In affirming 
diversity, we are dedicated to welcoming all people who seek the Word of God, 

Christian fellowship and service to others. 
In partnership with Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, we reach out to the ever-

widening community through active and loving ministry. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS; GOT GRATITUDE? 
SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS 

 
WE GATHER INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD 

PRELUDE 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand in body or Spirit.) 
One:   What has drawn us to this time and place? 
All:     God calls us to this time of worship. 
One:   Give thanks to God: sing praises. 
All:     Give attention to the voice of God. 
One:   In the rhythms of worship, God speaks to us. 
All:     We will listen for God’s message for us.  
 
*HYMN #277:  Holy, Holy, Holy! 
 
*INVOCATION 
God of our ancestors, whose presence on the humane scene in Jesus Christ 
continues to challenge us, grant strength and courage to deny ourselves, take up 
the cross, and follow. Increase among us empathy with all who suffer, identification 
with lowly and a spirit of hospitality for all. We would live with hope and patience 
that bridge differences promote harmony, and contribute to the peace you intend 
for humankind. Amen. 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE  
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three-in-One;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. Amen. 
 

WE INVITE FORWARD GOD’S YOUNGER DISCIPLES 
 

At this time, all children are invited to come forward for the children's offering, and 
children's time. An offering is not required for participation.  All are welcome, especially 
first time visitors. 
 
CHILDREN’S OFFERING                                                                      “Jesus Loves Me”                   
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Dear God, we offer you our gifts with thanks and praise, be with us and guide us all 
of our days. Teach us how to love each other, and to shine your light into the world. 
Amen. 
         



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE           Anne Marie Merrill 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for Thine is the Kingdom, 
and the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen.  

 
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD FOR US 

 
*HYMN #456:  More Love to You, O Christ 

 
OLD TESTAMENT      Psalm 105:1-6 
1 
O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples. 

2 
Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works. 

3 
Glory in his holy name; 

let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
4 
Seek the LORD and his strength; seek 

his presence continually. 
5 
Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and 

the judgments he has uttered, 
6 
O offspring of his servant Abraham,

[a]
children of Jacob, his 

chosen ones. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT            Romans 12:9-21 
9 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 

10 
love one another with 

mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 
11 

Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 
spirit, serve the Lord.

[a]
 
12 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
13 

Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

14 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 

15 
Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, weep with those who weep. 
16 

Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly;

[b]
 do not claim to be wiser than you are. 

17 
Do not 

repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 
18 

If it is 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

19 
Beloved, never avenge 

yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God;
[c]

 for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay, says the Lord.” 

20 
No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, 

give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 
21 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

GOSPEL                  Matthew 16:21-28 
21 

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and on the third day be raised. 

22 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 

him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 
23 

But he turned and 
said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting 
your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

24 
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
25 

For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 

26 
For what will it profit them 

if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their 
life? 

27 
“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then 

he will repay everyone for what has been done. 
28 

Truly I tell you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

MEDITATION  
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+105%3A1-6%2CPsalm+105%3A23-36&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15613a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A9-21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28242a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A9-21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28247b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A9-21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28250c


WE RESPOND WITH PRAYER 

PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

WE RESPOND WITH OUR FINANCIAL GIFTS 

OFFERTORY INVITATION 
God invites us to share our resources to help make a difference in the lives of less 
fortunate. Beyond the limits of charity, we are challenged to invest our lives for the mutual 
benefit of all God’s children. Let u give as God has blessed us, with joy. 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC       
 
*DOXOLOGY #785    
 We give you but your own, whate’er the gift may be; 
 All that we have is yours alone, we give it gratefully. 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

May our offerings be an expression of genuine love that reflects your love for 
us, O God. We seek to honor you as we serve one another in Christ’s name. 
Direct our use of resources you entrust to us that we may not only contribute to 
the needs of the saints also devote our lives to the building of a peaceable 
worldwide community I which all are valued. Amen. 

 
WE GO OUT TO LOVE AND SERVE A LOVING, SERVING GOD 

 
*HYMN #190:  Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
                              
*BENEDICTION  
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE: Let There Be Peace On Earth 
 
 
*Indicates all that are able may stand.  
MINISTERS OF THE CHURCH    Members of the Congregation 
DEACONS OF THE MONTH  Diane Breeden and Cyndi Gray                              
LAY READER  Cindy Pingree 
USHERS         Diaconate and Michael Bryan 
GREETER(s) Verna Elwell and Shirley Dickason Verna Elwell and Shirley Dickason 
SENIOR PASTOR AND TEACHER The Rev. Dr. Deborah Roof   
MUSIC DIRECTOR   Susan Handy 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR                                       Christine Lehoullier 
ACCOMPANIST/ORGANIST                                                         Chris Ferrin 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT                                                      Hannah Collier 


