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ALL ARE WELCOME 

“Friend, you enter this church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. 
Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks upon your lips, 

and offer God today your love and your service.” 
 

(Adapted from a 12th Century Church in Hampshire, England) 
 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 

when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost, 

to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 

to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among the people, 

to make music in the heart. 
 By Howard Thurman  

 



February 11, 2018       Transfiguration  
 

 WE GATHER INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD          
LIGHTING THE CHRIST LIGHT                       Acolyte: Katelyn Raymond 
           WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS; SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand in body or Spirit.) 
One:     Come! Let us rejoice together; God is present with us.  
Many:  Let us sing praises to God. 
One:     Come to be washed and cleansed, forgiven and freed. 
Many:  Let us renew our commitment to the One who calls us. 
One:     Proclaim the joy of serving in God's name. 
Many:  Let us give thanks to God. 
 
*HYMN:  # 4 – Joyful, Joyful We Adore You 
 
*INVOCATION 
We come to you, gracious God, as a community of people who come longing 
for a wholeness that eludes us. We dare to enter your presence with the 
intention of letting you heal us and draw us close. Hear us, O God, and be 
gracious to us. O God, be our helper. Turn our mourning into dancing, so our 
souls may praise you and not be silent. Amen. 

 
*SONG OF PRAISE #760  

 Amen siyakudumisa. (Amen, we praise your name) 
 Amen, Bawo; Amen Bawo; (Amen Father) 
 Amen siyakudumisa. (Amen, we praise your name) 

 
    RECOGNITION OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
Presentation: Howard Thurman by Pastor Deborah 

 
WE INVITE FORWARD GOD’S YOUNGER DISCIPLES 

At this time, all children are invited to come forward for the children's offering, and 
children's time. An offering is not required for participation.  All are welcome, 
especially first time visitors. 
 
CHILDREN’S OFFERING                  “I'm Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says Sing”  
       I'm going to sing when the Spirit says sing (repeat 3x) 
       And obey the Spirit of the Lord                                                               
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
In our hearts these gifts we bring; for you give us everything. Teach us how to 
follow you; in all we say and all we do.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                         Anne Marie Merrill 
   
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for Thine is the 
Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen.  



WE HEAR GOD’S WORD FOR US 
 
*HYMN: #183 – Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain 

OLD TESTAMENT - 2 Kings 2:1-12 
Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 

2 
Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD 

has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 

3 
The company of 

prophets
[a]

 who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that 
today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; 
keep silent.” 

4 
Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to 

Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So they came to Jericho. 

5 
The company of prophets

[b]
 who were at Jericho 

drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your 
master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 

6 
Then Elijah said 

to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the 
LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on.  

7 
Fifty men of the company of prophets

[c]
 also went, and stood at some distance from 

them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 
8 
Then Elijah took his mantle and 

rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the 
other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 

9 
When they had crossed, Elijah 

said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha 
said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 

10 
He responded, “You have 

asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted 
you; if not, it will not.” 

11 
As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and 

horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 
heaven. 

12 
Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel 

and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes 
and tore them in two pieces. 

GOSPEL - Mark 9:2-9 
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a 
high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 

3 
and his 

clothes became dazzling white, such as no one
[a]

 on earth could bleach them. 
4 
And 

there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 
5 
Then Peter 

said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings,
[b]

 one 
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 

6 
He did not know what to say, for they 

were terrified. 
7 
Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a 

voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved;
[c]

 listen to him!” 
8 
Suddenly when they looked 

around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus. 
9 
As they were coming 

down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until 
after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

SERMON    “Dreamers, Visionaries, Mystics - Oh my!”      The Rev. Dr. Deborah Roof 
 

WE RESPOND WITH PRAYER 

CHOIR ANTHEM                “Casting Our Crowns Down”            Larry Shackley              

PASTORAL PRAYER  

CHORAL PRAYER 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Kings%202:1-12#fen-NRSV-9555a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Kings%202:1-12#fen-NRSV-9557b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Kings%202:1-12#fen-NRSV-9559c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A2-9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24538a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A2-9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24540b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A2-9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24542c


WE RESPOND WITH OUR FINANCIAL GIFTS 
 

OFFERTORY INVITATION 
When our physical health is threatened, most of us would invest our resources where 
there is hope for healing. When our spiritual health is shattered, when brothers and 
sisters have wandered far from the wholeness God intends, can we do any less? We 
bring our treasure for God's blessing, praying that our hearts and many others' may 
follow and know God's grace. 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC       
 
*DOXOLOGY #785    
 We give you but your own, whate’er the gift may be; 
 All that we have is yours alone, we give it gratefully. 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Thank you, God, for the opportunity to invest in the healing ministry of the 
church. As we reach out to offer hope of wholeness to our fragmented world, 
we find new meaning for our lives. We are grateful for your faithfulness even 
when we do not respond. We rejoice that your love is constant through our 
long nights of weeping and days of suffering. Even in these moments, we 
celebrate the joy of giving. Amen. 

 

WE GO OUT TO LOVE AND SERVE A LOVING, SERVING GOD 
 
*HYMN: #300 – Jesus Shall Reign (Please be seated after the hymn.) 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
BENEDICTION RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE (Please remain seated during the Postlude)                             
 
 
 
 
*Indicates all that are able may stand.  
MINISTERS OF THE CHURCH    Members of the Congregation 
DEACONS OF THE MONTH  Harry Handy and Ryan Lehoullier                                
LAYREADER:  Julie Turner 
USHERS         Ken Gould, Dee Deranian, Shirley Dickason  
  Reni Harnden and Michael Bryan 
GREETER(s)  Betsey McCall 
SENIOR PASTOR AND TEACHER The Rev. Dr. Deborah Roof   
MUSIC DIRECTOR   Susan Handy 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR                                      Christine Lehoullier 
ACCOMPANIST/ORGANIST                                                         Chris Ferrin 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT                                                      Hannah Collier 


