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Fourth Sunday in Lent

ALL ARE WELCOME
“Friend, you enter this church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God.
Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks upon your lips,
and offer God today your love and your service.”
(Adapted from a 12th Century Church in Hampshire, England)

March 11, 2018

Fourth Sunday in Lent

First Parish Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is a community of
faith built upon a firm foundation of worship, prayer and education. In affirming
diversity, we are dedicated to welcoming all people who seek the Word of God,
Christian fellowship and service to others.
In partnership with Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, we reach out to the everwidening community through active and loving ministry.
WE GATHER INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD
LIGHTING THE CHRIST LIGHT

Acolyte: Laila Barcomb

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS; SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand in body or Spirit.)
One: Light has entered our world; rejoice!
Light is God's gift to each one, and to all together.
Many: Give thanks to God for days of watchful care.
The steadfast love of God endures forever.
One: Let those whom God has redeemed rejoice!
Let them tell the world of God's good news!
Many: Let us thank God for wonderful works.
Let us rejoice in God's love for all humankind.
*HYMN: #86 – When Morning Gilds the Skies
*INVOCATION
God of infinite patience, we call on you once more. Amid the complexities of our
lives, we often forget to set aside times to be still before you. Sometimes we feel as
if we are bitten by the snakes of modernity all week long. So we assemble here for
some relief and healing. 0 God, will you meet us as we are? Amen.
*SONG OF PRAISE #760
Amen siyakudumisa. (Amen, we praise your name)
Amen, Bawo; Amen Bawo; (Amen Father)
Amen siyakudumisa. (Amen, we praise your name)
WE INVITE FORWARD GOD’S YOUNGER DISCIPLES
At this time, all children are invited to come forward for the children's offering, and
children's time. An offering is not required for participation. All are welcome, especially
first time visitors.
CHILDREN’S OFFERING
“I'm Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says Sing”
I'm going to sing when the Spirit says sing (repeat 3x)
And obey the Spirit of the Lord
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
In our hearts these gifts we bring; for you give us everything. Teach us how to
follow you; in all we say and all we do. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Christine Lehoullier

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for Thine is the Kingdom,
and the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen.
GOD’S GIFT OF THE OUTDOORS
CELEBRATION OF BOY SCOUTS, GIRL SCOUTS, AND HORTON CENTER
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD FOR US
*HYMN: # #207 – Just as I Am
OLD TESTAMENT: Numbers 21:4-9
4
They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But
the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and
said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no
bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!” 6 Then the LORD sent
venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. 7 The people
came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against you.
Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the
people.8 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is
bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole.
Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived.
GOSPEL: John 3:14:21
14
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life.17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they
have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the
light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their
deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that
their deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those who do what is true come to the light, so that
it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”[
SERMON: God’s Greatest Gift

The Rev. Dr. Deborah Roof

WE RESPOND WITH PRAYER
“God So Loved the World”

CHOIR ANTHEM

Stainer

PASTORAL PRAYER
CHORAL PRAYER
WE RESPOND WITH OUR FINANCIAL GIFTS
OFFERTORY INVITATION
In joyous thanksgiving, we offer sacrifices of time and resources to announce God's
healing grace to the world. It is our privilege to participate in God's wonderful works to
humankind, to share the steadfast love that is saving us, and to offer life to those who are
perishing. The morning offering will now be received..

OFFERTORY MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY #785
We give you but your own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is yours alone, we give it gratefully.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
For life-sustaining gifts that we so often take for granted—for shelter, food, and
meaningful tasks to do; for your steadfast love that awakens us and raises us from
our sinful ways; for your Word that guides and heals us—we give you thanks, gracious God. As we invest a small portion of all that you entrust to us to further the
ministries of the church, may we show to others the immeasurable riches of your
grace in Jesus Christ. Make this church a beacon of hope for all the world. Amen.

WE GO OUT TO LOVE AND SERVE A LOVING, SERVING GOD
*HYMN: #547 – Amazing Grace
BENEDICTION
BENEDICTION RESPONSE
POSTLUDE (Please remain seated during the Postlude)

*Indicates all that are able may stand.
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