
 
First Parish Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 114, 47 East Derry Road 
East Derry, New Hampshire 03041 

Tel. (603) 434 – 0628 

 
May 13, 2018      Sunday 

 
 
 
 

 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
“Friend, you enter this church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. 

Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks upon your lips, 
and offer God today your love and your service.” 

 
(Adapted from a 12th Century Church in Hampshire, England) 

 



 
May 20, 2018       

 
 WE GATHER INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD          

  
LIGHTING THE CHRIST LIGHT                           Acolyte: Laila Barcomb 
 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS; SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS  
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand in body or Spirit.) 
One: The day of Pentecost has come! 
Many:   God comes to us as a gentle breath or violent wind. 
One: Catch your breath - God's breath, and live! 
Many:   The Spirit of God links us to one another. 
One:  The fires of love dispel life's shadows.  
Many:   God's Spirit comes to give us new life. Surely God is in this place! 
 
*HYMN: #293 – Sweet, Sweet Spirit 
 
 
*INVOCATION (unison) 
Amazing God, how manifold are your works! You have created an earth full 
of life, in forms too numerous to count! You link us, your people, to the 
earth and to all living things. We are interdependent. We can survive only if 
we have reverence for all life. Help us to dream dreams and see visions of 
your intentions for this world and for your church. Amen. 
 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE #759  
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three-in-One; As it is in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
WE INVITE FORWARD GOD’S YOUNGER DISCIPLES 

At this time, all children are invited to come forward for the children's offering, 
and children's time. An offering is not required for participation.  All are welcome, 
especially first time visitors. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S OFFERING                                                           “Jesus Loves Me”                                                               
 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
In our hearts these gifts we bring; for you give us everything. Teach us how 
to follow you; in all we say and all we do.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE     Ken Williams 
  
 



 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory forever. 
Amen.  

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD FOR US 
 
*HYMN: #270  Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song 

OLD TESTAMENT: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

NEW TESTAMENT: Acts 2:1-21 

SERMON: Dry Bone Days  

 

WE RESPOND WITH PRAYER 

CHOIR ANTHEM “Spirit, Come Down”         Mark Hayes                            

PASTORAL PRAYER  

CHORAL PRAYER 

WE RESPOND WITH OUR FINANCIAL GIFTS 
 

OFFERTORY INVITATION 
God has given us food in due season, opening a kind and loving hand to fill us 
with good things. The face of the ground is continually renewed each year so we 
can reap its bounty. Likewise, our spirits are renewed. Our offerings are but a 
small expression of gratitude for all that we have received. The morning offering 
will now be taken. 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC       
 

*DOXOLOGY #780 - Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow;  Praise God, all 
creatures here below;  Praise God above, you heavenly host;  Praise Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
How manifold are your works, amazing God! When there are dry-bones 
times in our lives, we can look to you for new breath and hope and renewal 
of life. Your Spirit comes, and we are lifted up and linked to one another. 
We bring our offerings as an expression of thanksgiving for all your gifts. 
May your glory be proclaimed in all we give and all we do, when we are 
together and when we scatter to do your will in other places. Amen. 

  
 



 
WE GO OUT TO LOVE AND SERVE A LOVING, SERVING GOD 

 
*HYMN: #282 Every Time I Feel the Spirit 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
BENEDICTION RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE (Please remain seated during the Postlude)                            
 
 
 
*Indicates all that are able may stand.  
MINISTERS OF THE CHURCH Members of the Congregation    Members of the Congregation 
DEACONS OF THE MONTH  Diane Dunn and Ryan Lehoullier                               
LAY READER:  Kris Soltis   
USHERS        Brian Williams, Margie Ives, Pat Cefaly 
GREETER  Liz Greenberg 
SENIOR PASTOR AND TEACHER The Rev. Dr. Deborah Roof   
MUSIC DIRECTOR   Susan Handy 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR                                      Christine Lehoullier 
ACCOMPANIST/ORGANIST                                                         Chris Ferrin 
INTERIM ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Michelle Guerrin 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
37The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around 
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 
 
 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 
4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the 
word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter 
you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, 
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know 
that I am the Lord.”  
 
7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.  
8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered them; but there was no breath in them.  
 

9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 
slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  
 

11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 
and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken 
and will act,” says the Lord.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Acts 2: 1-21 
2 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting.  
3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And 
at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each.  
 

7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans?8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our 
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed 
and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”  
13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 
16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  
17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy.19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the 
earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the 
Lord’s great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.’ 
 

 


